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GENTLEMEN, 


Y known zeal for God, 


in educating the children of 
the poor, and your remar- 
kable and generous regard to the per- 
ſon whoſe death occafioned this Ser- 
mon, give you tlie beſt title to this 
DEDIGATION. 


A 2 Taar 


J _— | — _—Y 
Foowv_d x. „ ., HCA CIES. — + — 8 
— 8 8 pd - " hw + - Fs n 4 N : * — N ke T — 


iv DEDICATION. 


3 Tnar your pious end may be a- 
| bundantly anſwer d, in their ſobriety 
and induftry ; and that your labour of 
love may be rewarded with ſpiritual 
bleſſings here, and eternal. life hereat- 
ter; is the fincere deſite of, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Du affeGlionate friend, 
77 8 | = 3 
1732. 


ö and ſervant in the goſpel, 
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Jon viii. 36. 


If the Son therefore ſhall make ou 
free, ye ſhall be free indeed. 


HESE words are part of an in- 
ſtructive conference held between 
| our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and cer- 


tain of the ers; of whom we 
are told, that ſome obſtinately rejected the 
evidence which he produced of his being the 
Meſſiah, whilſt others believed on him. To 
theſe he addreſſes himſelf in the cloſe of the 
31ſt verſe, 1 continue fo my word, then 
are you my 4 les indeed ; N e ſhall now 
the truth, and the truth hall make you 
free A conſtant perſeverance (as if he had 
faid) in the practical belief of the doctrine 
which I publiſh, will be the beſt evidence of 
your ſincerity, and prove that you have more 
than a name to live; that you are, indeed, 
my diſciples, friends, and followers: And as 
a proper encouragement to your diligence in 
ſearching after truth, and the more effectually 
to engage your ſteady adherence to it, you 
have 


—— 
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have my promiſe of additional improvements 
in ſpiritual knowledge, and of greater mea- 
ſures of holy joy and liberty. At this we are 
inform'd, the 7c were offended; and miſta- 
king our Lord, in the pride and vanity of | 
their hearts, turn upon him, with an angry re- | 
ſentment; Ve are Abraham's ſeed, and were 
never in bondage to any man; how ſayeſt thou, ⁶ 
ye ſhall be made free? Aſtoniſhing 'ingrati- 
tude! moſt ſurprizing inſolence ! When they | 
could not but know, that for four centuries at | 
leaſt, their forefathers were under the Eg yp- | 
lian yoke; and, not to mention the Babylo- 
iſh captivity, they themſelves were at this 
very time reduced to a province ſubject to the 
Roman empire: ſo entirely groundleſs was 
their preſumption. Our Lord, however, with- 
out ſtaying to rebuke them, purſues his main 
defign, and explains the liberty which he in- 
tended ; Jeſus anſwer d them, Verily, ce- 
Yily, T ſay unto you, whoever committeth ſin, 
#s the ſervant of fin. Admit you were as free 
from all civil bondage, as you fondly pretend; 
yet committing, practiſing, and making a trade 
of fin, you are under the worſt of ſervitude ; | 
as you are herein ſlaves, to your luſts, and ur- 
der the tyranny of vile and corrupt affections. 
And the ſervant, he adds*, abideth not in 
the houſe for ever. A ſervant at beſt is in the 
family only at the will of his maſter, and his 
continuance in it depends upon his good beha- 
2 Ver. 34. b Ver. 35. 
viour : 
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viour: If you are therefore the ſervants of ſin, 
whatever place you may have in the viſible 
church, tho you are Abraham's ſeed accor- 


ding to the fleſh, if you fulfil the luſts of your 


father the devil, — will be caſt with him 
into outer darkneſs Nur the Son, ſays he, 
abideth for ever : The houſe is his own, as 
the great lord and proprietor of it; and all 
the various bleſſings, privileges and immuni- 
ties belonging to it, are in his hand to beſtow-: 


I the Son therefore ſhall make you free, then 


are you free indeed. The freedom he has to 
give, is a bleſſing of the utmoſt conſequence; 
upon which depends all your happineſs for 
time and eternity: nor is it to be had but from 


him. Be not therefore deceived, in truſting 


to that which is of no value; for whether you 
are eus or Creeks, bond or free, if you are 


not. believers, intereſted in Chriſt, if ” Son 
does not make you free, you will nqt be 


owned as Abrabam's ſpiritual ſeed, nor are 
you heirs according to the promiſe. 
Thus you ſee the connection of the words, 


and the particular occaſion 2 which they 


were delivered. For your farther aſſiſtance 
in meditating upon them, I ſhall AE 


I. To ſtate the proper ſcripture notion of 
goſpel liberty, by tracing it through the 
ſeveral repreſentations we have of it in 
the ſacred writings. in 


* 
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B 2 II. En- 


83 SERMON occaſioned by the 


II. Enquire into the concern which our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, as the Son of God, 
has in this liberty ; and ſo conſider how 
he may be ſaid to make us free. 


Ill. Take ſome notice of the force and 
emphaſis of the expreſſion, If the Son 
make you free, then are you free indeed. 


I. Then we are to ſtate the ſcripture no- 
tion of evangelical liberty. And I call it the 
ſcripture notion, to diſtinguiſh it from the 
vain conceits of ungodly ſenſualiſts and liber- 
tines, on the one hand ; and from the low, 
mean, and groveling maxims of mere mora- 
liſts, on the other: And ſo we take it for 
granted, that the ſubject of this liberty is a 
child of God, a believer, one who has been 
renew'd/in the ſpirit of his mind, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Ghoſt. And of 
ſuch a one the Scripture declares, hat he is 
free, ' C . | 
iſt, From the condemning ſentence of a 
broken law, attended with the free and full 
remiſſion of all his ſins, and the compleat ac- 
ceptance of his perſon in the Lord Feſts 
Chrift. The law, conſider'd in itſelf, is ho- 
ly; the commandment holy, juſt, and good: 


A ſpiritual, conſtant, and unblemiſhed obe- 
- dience to it, is therefore the indiſpenfable du- 
ty of the reaſonable creature; inſomuch that 


a curſe may very righteouſly be denounced 
againſt 


. 
i 
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againſt every one who continues not in all things 
written inthe book of the lat to do them. Now 
as we have all ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
glory of God, and the whole world is con- 
cluded under guilt ; we might juſtly have ex- 
pected the wages of fin as tranſgreſſors. Nor 
could we have eſcap'd a ſentence of con- 
demnation, had not our Lord Jeſus conde- 
ſcended © 70 redeem us from the curſe of the 
law, by beins made a curſe for us. And 
the ſatisfaction he made to the offended juſtice 
of God is ſo compleat, that we are aſſur' d, 
= There is now no condemnation to them who 
are in Chrift Feſus ; for, as the apoſtle goes 
on to reaſon, © Who ſhall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's elett? It is God who 
'nſtifies, who ſhall condemn ? fince Chriſt 
Nied, yea rather is riſen again, who is 
oen at the right hand of God, who allo 
Piafeth interceſſion for them. So that the 
Waints may rejoice, that in Chriſt they have 
edemption thro his blood, even the forgive- 
eſs of fin, according to the riches of God's 
Wracef. And this is brought about in a wa 
s glorious to God, as it is comfortable to 
hem; for in this ® he declares his righteouſ- 
%, that he is juft, and the juſtifier of theſe 
Pho believe in his Son; of whom we are told, 
WE hat he is the bend of the law for righteouſ= 
refs to every one who believes. The Law in- 
c Gal. iii. 13. 


Eph. i. 5. 


d Rom. vill. 1, © Ver. 33, 34- 
8 Rom. iii. 25,26, h Ch. x. 4. 


deed, 


lo A SERMON occaſioned by the 


deed, as broken by us, became weak ; ſo that 
life could no longer be expected from it, upon 
the foot of our obedience : But what the 
law could not do, being thus weak thro the | 
Fleſh, that God effected for his people, by 
ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful i 
Aleſh, who being made fin for them, they now i 
become the righteonſneſs of God in him; fo 
that as many as believe, are declared to be | 
fuſtiſſed by him from all things from which | 
they could not be juſtified by the law of | 
Moſes. And this muſt needs be the caſe, | 
ſince our Lord has finiſhed tranſgrefſion, made 
an end of fin, and brought in an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs. * He appeared, tis true, but | 
once in the end of the world; but as he then 
made his ſoul a ſacrifice for fm, ſo its ſaid of 
him, that he put away fin by this ſacrifice of 
himfelf; and did it ſo effectually, that by 
this "one offering, he for ever perfetied them 
who are ſancti fed. So that now the ſaints 


are n made accepted in him as the beloved. 
n n him they are compleat ; and he *having} 


made peace for them by the blood of bis croſs, 

they are reconciled to God now, as well as 

they will be preſented at laſt before him, Bol, 
and unblameable, and unreproveable in his 
fight. The law continues in force as a rule 
of duty and obedience ; but ceaſes to be a co- 
venant of works. The ſaints regard it in the 

i Acts xiii. 39. K Heb. ix. 26, I Ch. x. 14. 

m Eph. i. 6. u Col. ii. 10. o Ch. i. 20, 22. 
hand 
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hand of a Mediator, as a uſeful directory, as 
to what the Lord their God requires of them: 
But as they know, that ?by the deeds. of the 
law no fell can be juſtified in his fight ; ſo 
they rejoice and bleſs God for the revelatio 
of the fulfilment of the law by their ſurety, 
who died for their. gffences, and roſe again 
for their juſtification; and who in this de- 
ſerved ſo well at the hands of his father, that 
tho his people owe a vaſt deal, and have no- 
thing to pay, he, for his Son's ſake, freely for- 
gives them all. 
2dly, He is no longer the ſervant of fin, 
but is enabled to yeild himſelf unto God as a 
ſervant of righteouſneſs. 'The 17 * apoſtle 
of the Centiles, having treated largely on 
the doctrine of free and ſovereign grace, in 
tbe pardon of fin, and reconciliation of the 
ſinner unto God by the death of his Son; takes 
W occaſion to conſider an inference which men of 
perverſe minds might be ready to draw from 
it, as if it countenanced fin, and tended to 
immorality : Accordingly, in the next chap- 
ter, he ſhews how abſurd and inconcluſive, 
as well as impious and abominable, ſuch a de- 
duction would be. Nhat ſhall we ſay then, 
= ſhall we continue in fin, that grace may a- 
bound ? God forbid! Nothing more oppo- 
lite to the temper and ſpirit of chriſtianity, 
and what the ſaints cannot but reje& with the 
greateſt abhorrence and deteſtation. And 
P Rom, iii. 20, q Ch. v. 
fully 
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12 ASERMON occaſioned by the 
fully to convince us of the utter inconſiſtency 
of ſuch a diſpoſition with the grace of God, 
he enlarges upon the believer's experience and 
behaviour; where we have the following par- 
ticulars, pertinent to our purpoſe. Such a 
one is (not in profeſſion only, but really) 
* dead unto fin; nor can he live any longer 
therein, in the manner, and to the degree he 
formerly did. He knows, that as he was 
* buried with Chriſt by baptiſm into death; 
ſo that /ike as Chriſt was raiſed from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo he 
ſhould walk in newneſs of life. He is ſenſi- 
ble, that his t man was crucified with 
Chrift, that the body of ſin might be de- 
roy d; that henceforth he ſhould not ſerce 
fm, but eſteem or reckon himſelf dead unto 
fm, and alice unto God, thro Feſus Chriſt, 
our Lord. And upon this plan the apoſtle 
founds his exhortation, Let not fin reign in 
your mortal body, that you ſhould obey it in 
the lufts thereof. Neither yield you your mem- 
bers as inſtruments of unrighteonſneſs unto fin: 
but yield yourſelves unto God, as thoſe that 
are alive from the dead, and your members 
as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God. And 
when he is bleſſing God for them, tis on this 
account ; that tho' they were the ſervants of 
ſin, they had been now brought from the 
heart to obey the doctrine which had been 
delivered unto them; and ſo, as he adds, 
r Rom. vi. 2. s Ch. vi. 3. t Ch. vi. 6. 


being 


death of Mr. Edw:Chamberlin. 1i2 
being made free from ſin, they had their fruit 
unto holineſs, and 'the end everlaſting life. 
So that this is one confiderable article of the 
freedom which the ſaint has from Chriſt; ſin 
ceaſes to have the dominion over him it once 
nad. He does not commit fin, as he former- 


y did; nor is he the ſervant of it, as all un- 
onverted ſinners are. Tis certain, our de- 
Wiverance is but begun in grace, and will only 
be compleat in glory; but every degree of it 
is a mercy, and the ſaint is daily going on to 
perfection. He is not fully indeed to enjoy it, 
till the end of his race; but he can bleſs God, 
What he is dying gradually unto fn; the ene- 
ny loſes ſtrength daily, and the chriſtian 
cannot give over praying and ſtrugling, till 
he obtains a compleat victory, and is made 
more than a conqueror. 12 
Nor is it any objection to this, That the 
Weſt of ſaints have their failings, and that 
Wome of them have fallen fouly into fin, to 
the reproach of religion, and the diſhonour 
of God's name: For as we are to diſtinguiſh 
detween acts and habits; ſo particular in- 
ſtances of backſliding, prove that we muſt 
be kept by the mighty power of God, or we 
ſhall fall into fin; but are far from conclu- 
ding a predominant affection to it. The apo- 
ſtle ſays in his own caſe, that he was * carnal, 
and ſold under fin; that in him, that is, in 


u Rom. vii. [14, 
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his fleſh, dwelt no good thing; and yet he 
adds, he delighted in the law of the Lord 
after the imward man; and that what he did 
of a ſinful nature, he allowed not, wherefore 
it was no more he that did it, but ſin that | 
dwelt in him. So that tho there may be rea- 
ſon, on account of the law in our members, 
warring againſt the law of our minds, an 
ſometimes bring us into captivity to the law of 
ſin, to cry out, O wretched that we. are, | 
who ſhall deliver us from the body of this | 
death; yet the believer has reaſon to add, | 
thank God, thro Feſus Chriſt, that with 
the- mind. he enables me to ſerve his law, 
hilt with the fleſh T am tuo much under the 
law of fin. Every chriſtian finds a great deal 
of diſturbance from an evil heart of unbelief. WW 
He is called to wreſtle with fleſh and blood, 
with principalities and powers; Nor can he 
boaſt that he is never foil'd, that the enemy 
has not ſometimes the advantage; but the 
ſtanding principle of his ſoul is to purſue a 
growing reſemblance to Jeſus, to be holy if 
poſſible as he is holy, and to walk even as he | 
walk d. And tho he is not as yet fully 
cleanſed from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit ; | 
yet it may be ſaid of him, that he is now 8 
waſhed and ſanctified; that he is ſaved by | 
the waſhing of regeneration, and the renew- i 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt : And our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as his ſaviour, will as certainly deli- 
ver him ere long from the being of fin, _ 
as 


death of Mr. Edw:'Chamberlin. 15 
has now made him free from the tyranny and 
dominion of it. | 74 
34ly, The believer may farther be ſaid to 
be ſer at liberty, as he is delivered from 4 
pirit of bondage, which was attended with 
melancholly and uncomfortable apprehenſions; 
nd influenced by the Spirit of adoption, wheres 
Wy be is enabled to cy, Abba, father. When 
he Spirit of God convinces the ſoul of ſin, 
ne ordinarily makes uſe of the arrows of God's 
apprehended wrath, wherewith the awaken'd 
inner is deeply wounded. Now the ſpirit 
Fa man may ſuſtain his infirmity, but a 
ounded ſpirit who can bear ? The firſt 
iſcoveries which are made to the finner of 
he plague of his heart, and the iniquity 
of his lid, ſtrike him with terror and — 
on. When he is brought ſeriouſly to reflect 
n his vile, guilty, polluted condition, he can- 
Wot but dread' the terrible indignation of a 
m-hating and avenging God. If he turns to 
Whe law, he ſtands condemned as a rebel, his 
onſcience declares him guilty, and he cannot 
hink of his judge, without the utmoſt hor- 
For of ſoul. Whilſt he thus feels the terrors 
f the Lord, all refuge ſeems to fail him, and 


— 6 


er ſome time he is ready to conclude his ſtate 
Ws helpleſs and hopeleſs. Thus he is under 4 

pirit of bondage ; till having been duly hum- 
bled for ſin, and made willing, with the ſtarv+ 
ng prodigal, to put up with ſervant's fare, or 
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16 ASERMON occaſioned by the - 
with the -poor woman of Canaan, to accept 

of crumbs which fall from the table ; at length 

he is lead by the Spirit of adoption to the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the glorious rock which 

is higher than himſelf, and ſo in fleeing for 
refuge to him, and laying hold of him as the 
great hope ſet before him, he attains to a good 
hope /thro' grace; which is ſometimes great- 
ly enliven'd and confirmed by the Spirit's Ml 
bearing witneſs with his ſpirit, that he is a 
child of God. And thus when the love of 
God is ſhed abroad in his heart, by the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, tho' the ſenſe 
of his own unworthineſs encreaſes with his 
growing experience, he is not now ſo much i 
diſmay d and terrified as heretofore ; but can 


r 
. 
= 


he has given him ſome tokens for good; that x 
he has ſpoke comfortably'to him, and encou- 
raged him to conelude, that his hope in him 


times, with the ſame liberty, call God fa- 
ther. But the bleſſing in ſome degree, is 
given to the whole houſhold of faith; and 
| when 
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ot W-when it is neceſſary for them, - Chriſt can ea» 
h fily make Zion's mourners to rejoice, he can 
1e % caprive ſouls at liberty, and gice beauty 
h or aſbes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
or garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs. 
a Again, | | 
xd i thly, Another account of the liberty be- 
= 47) >; : | 
t- Wlonging to the heirs of falvation, which we 
s meet with in ſcripture, is that, of a freedom 
a of acceſs to God, at all times and upon every 
of ¶ occaſion, as to a God hearing and anſwering 
be prayer. hat there are ſome inſtances, in 
ſe which we can receive help only from God; 
is and that there is no inſtance in which the 
ch ereature can be of any real ſervice to us, but as 
an under his direction and bleſſing, will be eaſily 
d, granted, by thoſe who are acquainted with 
m- the dependance of the creature upon the crea- 
he tor. He is the great ſource: of all bleſſings: 
le, All our ſprings are in him, from ꝛubom comes 


every good and perfett giſt. And tho' he 
ſo, might, on account of our guilt, juſtly ſhut out 
iat our prayers, and refuſe to attend to the voice of 

cour ſupplications; yet he is mercifully pleaſed 
co invite us to the throne of grace, that we 
im may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in the 


edi time of need.. And this under the encourage- 
of W ment of an interceſſor within us, to help 
all! our infirmities, and a powerful friend within 


the veil, who ſtanding at the golden altar, 

perfumes our worthleſs breathings with. the 
b Iſaiah ba, 1, 2, 3. 1 St 5 
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18 ASERNMON cccaſſoned by the 

ious incenſe of his own merit. Nay, be- 
ievers are not only allowed and invited, but 
they are bid to come with © beldneſc, and to 
draw near with a true beart, in full aſſu- 
rance of faith, under an holy © confi nce, that 
in what they ask according to his will, he will 
moſt aſſuredly hear and anſwer them. And 
this is a liberty which the people of God have 
at all times, in every place, and under every 
circumſtance: No reſtraint or confinement, nor 
the moſt cruel uſage of enraged perſecutors, i 
can prevent the ſoul's taking wing, and bear- 
ing its way to God, as to its friend and por- Wl 
tion, when under the enlarging influences of 
the Spirit of adoption. From the belly of 
hell, from a priſon or a cottage, as well as 


in the ſanctuary or in a palace, we may pour 


out our ſouls before the Lord. In the morn- 
_—_ at noon, in the evening, or in the watches Wl 
e night; by the way, in the ſhop, in the 
family, in the cloſet ; we may call upon him, 
whoſe eyes are upon the righteous, — whoſe 
ears are open unto their cry. So that the I 
children of God are exhorted to be © careful i 
for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and | 
—_—_ „ with thankſgiving, to make | 
known their requeſts unto God. In the day 
of diſtreſs they may caſt their care, and com- 
mit their burden to Hes who ſays, call upon 


me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver 


thee, and 2355 * glorify me. But, 
c Heb. iv. 16. d 1 John v. 14,15. Phil. iv. 16. 
5th, | 


. a C 9 


thy, Another article of goſpel liberty 

NN ſaints are intereſted e 
a deliverance from the heavy durdenſome yoke 
of the ceremonial law; which is now. ſet 
alide by Chriſt, the great king and lawgiver 
of his church, as unneceſlary in the preſent 
Wiſpenſation ; it being only rb of 
god things to come. That there was a glory 
Pelonging to the Jewiſh diſpenſation, is not 
Wliſputed; but not comparable to that of the 
hriſtian, which, as the apoſtle obſerves, * ex- 
Fels, and that to ſuch a degree, that even that 
hich was made glorious, had no glory in 
Whis reſpe&, by reaſon of the glory which ex- 
els: For as he adds, if that which was 
ie away, was glorious, bow much mare 
bat which remaineth is glorious ? And as a 
Proof of this, he obſerves, that the one was the 
ini ſtration of the letter, and of death; the 

1 ther, of the Spirit and of life : the one of 
SF ondemnation, the other of righteouſheſs. The 
eil was then upon their hearts, whereas now 
is done away in Chriſt. They ſaw ſpiri- 
Wal things, many of them, but very darkly ; 
nd the moſt enlighten'd of them were obliged 
Jo look thro typical repreſentations ; where» 
we all wih face, beholding as in 4 
ae the glory of the bird, are changed into 
rhe ſame image, from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord. There were ſome, 
indeed, of the church of Calatia, who were 


f 2 Cor, iii. 10, 11. 
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for adhering to circumciſion, as neceſſary un- 
der the goſpel diſpenſation ; but the apoſtie 
ſets tw to rights, in an epiſtle penned for 
that purpoſe. In which, after he had reprov'd 
them for their ignorance, and levity, he ex- 
horts them to © 92 ſaſt in the liberty where- 
with _ had made them free; and by ng 
means to be entangled a hy with, the ol 
of bondage. . And expreſſes his reſentment 
againſt the Zudaizing teachers, who. had in- 
troduced this error among them, in-a wiſhy 
that they might be even cut off, as the trou- 
blers of God's Iſrael. And if the fatigue and 
expence, the difficulty and darkneſs, which 
attended the 2 rhs of the Old Teſtament 
faints in their worſhip, are carefully conſt 
dered ; it will appear to be no inconſiderabſe 
advantage which the ſaints have now, in a li- 
berty to come directly to the throne of grace; 
pteading the blood of Jeſus, exempted. from Wil 
an obligation to attend to the ſacrifices and I 
ſervices which were then appointed, and 
which, in compariſon of goſpel inſtitutions, the 
apoſtle ſpeaks- of, -as no better than b weak 
and beggerly elements. | 
-6rbly, Believers are farther free, as they 
are ſecure from the deſtructive power of their 
moſt malicious and mercileſs enemies, Trou- 
ble they are to expect, whilſt in an evil world. 
The ſeed of the ſerpent will be ſhewing its 
enmity againſt the ſeed of the woman. "Hell 
g Gal. v. 1. compared with verſe 13. h Gal. iv. 9. 1 
; an 


and earth will unite in oppoſing the chri- 


with principalities, and powers; but no wen- 
pon form'd againſt. him ſhall proſper. The 
enemy may in particular inſtances gain an ad- 
Vantage, draw him into; fin, blur bis evidences, 
Ind for a time rob him of his peace; but 
hriſt's interceſſion ſecures that his faith ſhall 
Wot fully or finally fail him, And he that 
Fan bring good out of evil, hath ſaid, 4// 
Binge ſhall work together for good, to them 
ho love him, and are called according to 
e purpiſe of his grace. Satan is always 
Wctive in his endeavours to deſtroy, but the 
Wromiſe runs, that God will bruiſe him under 
De feet of his ſaints; fo that tho he may 
Wage and threaten hard, yet they are ſecured 


f victory in the end, yea, ſhall be made 
5 4 pore than conquerors. Wicked and ungodly 
a en may be ſuffered to perſecute and injure 
d 4 he righteous; they may kill the body, but 
dee ſoul is beyond their reach: And ſince God 
© Jas promiſed, that he will never leave nor for- 
K le his people, they may boldly ſay, as he 
WS their helper, they will not fear what man 
n do unto them. And as to death, the laſt 
ir emy of the ſaint, as it finds him cloathed 
1- 1th the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and ſanctified 


s approach: But in the view of his ſleepin 
Jeſus, and-in the proſpe& of the great, ad- 
antage Which. will attend his diſſolution, he 
D may 


ſtian in his way to heaven: He muſt wreſtle 


y the Spirit, he has no reaſon to be uneaſy at 
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28 ASR ccaſoned by the 
may ſing, O death, where is thy fling? Q 
d xd 9 4 is thy victory? In a A] | 
the chu ch is built on a rock, againſt which b 
the gates of hell ſhall nor prevail. God is in 
the midſt of her, he keeps bis people night 
and day, leſt any ſhould hurt them; and 
they may be perſuaded | with the apoſtle, 7Þar 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 280 A 
cipalitier, nor prevers,-nor things preſent, nur 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, non 
any other creature, ſhall be able to ſepara 
them from the lie of Toa, which | is in ce 4 
* Feſus our Lord. 
Lafth, Believers are free to all the > 
uleges of the church militant,” and are paſſ 
fog on to enjoy the glories: of the chu 
triumphant. As to particular ordinances, W 
are to Walk together as far as we on At wo 
and ag what is not matter of faith 
are to bare with each other in our Gdbrent 4 ar 
prebenſions, and maftain the ſume affection . 
where we ſee the image of Chriſt, as if vil 
all belonged to one ſociety,” and fat dew 
at the. ſame table. And the difference i 
judgment among believers, about leſſer ma 
ders is very ae with their all eatin 
ſame ſpirityal food As they all hold | 
dead, ſo the arè all bleſs d in him, with a 
ſpiritdal bpleſlings. They are equally an 
. alike kings ai 'priefts unto God: waſhed. i 
the fame bien ſanctified by the farhe Irit, 
* by 4 the ſanio-eare, and at laſt will n 


4 
4 
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£ hut one ral aſſembly, one common fa- 
 Wvily ; where there will be fw dark neſs in tlie 
ini Eucderſtanding, no carnalſty in the affections, 
ln but the foul at full to enjoy atid praiſe 


nd e God of its ſalvation. Then there will 
lf 2 no more ay. diſturbance from a body of 
16. bn and death; ho uneaſy fears of condemna- 
2 ion, nor the leaſt degree ef 4 ſpirit of bon- 
age; no enemy to contend with, nor an 7 
ore ſighing or complaining: but rhe ſoit] be. 
25 ng raviſhed in the viſton and fruition of God, 
© vill dwell jn his preſence for ever; ſer vin 
ill im with conſtant vigour and renewell 
pa sant: Freed from every hindrance, and glo- 
rol Fouſly enlarged, it will eternally ſolaes ir- 
fein che warm beams of his love, and'in 
el We adoring contemplation of his exce 
wil Then it may be (ai of alt the redevrhgd” of 
a” Lord, the Son bath made thiw Per, 
on nd 7hey are fre indeed. Which leads me,” 
„n. To enquire into the concern which ove 
rd Jeſus Chriſt hath in this liberty. F 7he 
ail x make you free, Chriſt is called a fon, 
tin nd the Son of God, in fer pture; either as 
artaking of the ſame nature, and lens; 
be ſame "glory with the Father; ſo it's ſaid, 
% be were'a Jon, zer learnt be obtdlivnice : + 
elſe as mediator, called to office and aj 


ea by the Faber, to the great york of re- 
ak demption. In both ſenſes it 's true” of | him, 
bal chat he makes his e Fee. - As God over 


2 all, 


24 ASERNMO & occaſtncd by the 
all, he is the fountain of all bleſſings; and as 
mediator, it hath pleaſed the father, that in 
him ſhould all fulineſs dwell, that from his 
fullneſs we might receive and grace for graco. 
He is the only medium of acceſs to, and ac. 
eeptance with the Father; as alſo of con- 
veyance of all new-covenant bleſſings to his 
people. All come thro' his hand, as the glo- 
rious almoner of the divine bounty; and this 
on purpoſe to advance his glory, and endear 
his perſon to the ſaints, And ſo we may ob- 
ſerve, that we owe the bleſſing of goſpel- 
liberty, 5 
I/, To his love and grace; love that is 
without a precedent, and beyond a parallel. 
Had he not graciouſly undertaken our cauſo, 
we had been undone for ever: For, as much 
as we were the objects of the divine pity, as 
miſerable; yet, being guilty ſinners, it would 
have been unworthy of God, to have ſuffered 
his mercy to have triumph d on the ruins of 
his juſtice and holineſs. A ſatisfaction there- 
fore muſt be made, or. mercy be withheld. 
And this being impoſſible to us, chen ſacrifice 
and gfering would, not do, how aſtoniſhing 
was the grace which engaged our Lord to 
ſay, Lo come, in the volume of thy book it 
is written. of me, to do thy will, O God. 
Now if we conſider who it was that ſaid this, 
one who thought. it no robbery to be equal 
with God; being the brightneſs of his fa- 
i Phil. ii. 6, 7. 


7 her 5 
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ther s glory, and the * expreſs image of bis 
perſon : that this mighty Cod, this everlaſt- 
ing father, ſhould be willing to veil his glory, 
and become incarnate; take upon him the 
form of a ſervant, and be made in the like- 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, that he might approve him- 
ſelf a friend to ſinners; is ſuch a myſtery of 
grace and condeſcention, as may well engage 
the attention of angels, and enlarge the praiſes 
of the ſaints! They may well ſay upon this 
account, Lord, what is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? or the ſon of man, that 
thou ſhould ſt cuſit him? Herein was love, 
not that we loved him, but he firſt loved 1s. 
Accordingly the apoſtle ſpeaks of it as a ſub- 
ject well known to the ſaints: For ye know 
the grace of, our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
tho: he was rich, yet for your ſakes he became 
poor; that you thro. his poverty might be 
made rich. So remarkable. was the love 
wherewith he loved his people, that he is 
willing to be bound, that they might ve free. 
Which leads us to obſerve, | 
2dly, Chriſt may be ſaid to make us free; 
as in the fulneſs of time, he actually gave his 
life a ranſom for us. God is ſajd to ® ſend 
him forth as made of a woman, and made 
under the law, on + purpoſe that he .might 
redeem them who were under the law, that 
they mipht receive the adoption of ſons, Had 
the price been withheld, we muſt have conti- 
k Heb. . 3. I IHA. ia. 6. m Gal. iv. 4, f. 
nued 
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deliverance ; ſo, er, 
- - 3dly, As the great 


26 A SEAMUN ocafined bythe” 


nued priſoners to juſtice for ever: So that as 


the love of Chriſt was the firſt moving cauſe 


which engag d him to undertake our recove- 


ry; fo his merit and righteouſneſs procur d the 
Fang for us. Had not the Father found a 
id 


m in the hand of his. Son, he had never 
concerning us, Deliver from going deuun 
imo the pit. Spiritual bleſſings are beſtowd 
freely on us; we are called to buy them with - 
out money, and without price, bot they coſt 
our Redeemer dear. We read net only of 


ſtrong cries and tears; of- his-ſou]'s being ex- 


ceeding ſorrowful, even unto: death; of his 
agony in the garden, where he ſweat as it 
were'great drops of blood ; but at length, on 
the croſs, his ſufferings were ſo bitter, both 
in ſoul and body, that he cries out, My God, 
wy God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? So that 
our ption was thro his blood. He drank 
of the brook of God's. wrath by the way, 
chat we might be refreſh'd with the ſtreams 
of that river which makes glad the city of 
our God. And as he paid the price of our 


* 


6 captain of ſalvation, he 
diſpoſſeſſes and deſpoils the ſtrong man arm'd, 
and in the day of his power, ſets the ſoul at 
libertv 3 ſo that it ceaſes to be a vaſlal to fin 
and ſatan, the chain is broke, the enemy de- 
thron d, and all by his agency, And as he 


brings us at firſt into this glorious liberty, ſo 
he after wards works in us durh to will and 10 


do 
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do of Bis on feafure, We muſt hear 
aud learn of _ 22 and inſtructed by 
him, as the apoſtle obſer ves, before we em 
put off, concerning the former converſation the 
Loy man, which: is corrupt, and be renew d in 
the ſpirit of our mind; or put on the new 
man, which aſter God is created in righteouF- 
neſs and true holineſs. * n 
4 ble to his promiſe, he ſends the Com- 
1 our hearts, to ſnew us the thi 
which are freely given to us of God, to ſeal 
us unto the day of redemption 80 "that our 
liberty may well be aſcrib d to him; fince it 
is the fruit of his. love, the purchaſe of his 
blood, and tho effect of F dyponers” 77 
we proceed, ? 
. To take ſon diced: of vhs e 
emphaſs'ef the exprefiion;' | F #4 Sn mate 
von free, theh are you free inuleu. And? 
It, It may denote the*ſovereignty"of-rhe 
bleſſing; Fibe Syn Make you free He was at 
liberty in this matter, and might have re- 
fuſed to have been concerned for us, if he had 
pleaſed. No one conld lay him under an 
obligation, without his own free conſent: It 
-was all of Grace. Por tho he ſpenks of a 
' neceſſity: which lay on him, to guther ino cke 
uncalled of God's elect; yet this muſt be An- 
derſtood of his Rtipulation- "ond 1 
1 Eph. 1 Iv. 29, 21, 22, | | 


a4 
ay 
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28 ASzrMonN acraſſoncd by the 


with the Father, and not of any right or 
claim which ſinners might be ſuppoſed to have 
to the mercy. . And the ſovereignty of it emi- 
nently appears, in that Chriſt refuſed to take 
on him the nature of angels: Not any one of 
them, who fell from their firſt eſtate, will 
ever be deliver'd ; but are all reſerv d under 
chains of darkneſs to the coming of the great 
day. Now the reaſon of this can no other- 
ways be aſſigned, but by reſolving it into his 
ſovereign pleaſure, zwho will have: mercy on 
whom he will have mercy. 
_ 2dly, It may farther be expreſſive of tho 
peculiarity of the bleſſing. F the Son make 
you free, then are you free indeed. This is 
what he beſtows upon ſome only, and is not 
common to all: A great part of the World 
lies in wickedneſs. Chriſt's flock is compa- 
Mo ratively but a little one. No one will ſay, 
5 that all men are renew d; or, that . will 
| eventually be ſaved. Some appear viſibly to 
be veſſels of wrath, by their heaping up of 
wrath, againſt the day of wrath, and the 
revelation of the righteous gs, gra of God. 
And where it is otherwiſe, and the grace of 
God is implanted in the ſoul, and appears in 
its fruits, in an holy converſation; the a 
ſtle's queſtion is proper and pertinent, W ho 
. makes them to differ from others; and what 
have they, which they did nut receive? So 
0 1 Cor. iv. 7. 


that 


* 9 
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chat the favour is diſtinguiſhing, ſince y mt 
many wiſe men "after rhe FA nct many 
mighty, not many noble, are called; but, or- 
dinarily ſpeaking, theſe things are hid from 
the wiſe and prudent, aud revealed unto 
„ 16; N "3p 
3dly, It may denote the ſpiritual excellence 
and powerful efficacy of the bleſſing. F 7he 
San make you free, then are you free indeed. 
The Ferws boaſted they were Abraham's ſeed, 
and necer in bondage to any man, This, had 
it been true, might have aggravated theit 
guilt, in rejecting the perſon whoſe day Ara- 
ham ſaw, and rejoic'd; but would by no 
means have ſecured them from the reſentment 
of him who hath ſaid, he will take vengeance 
on them who know fim not, and who obey. 
not the goſpel of his Son. The Pſaims 
ſpedks of his being the 7Son of God's hand- 
maid; but if he could not have added, Tru- 
Jam thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant; if he 
had not received the grace of God himſelf ; 
his deſcending from a religious and godly pa- 
rent, might have filled his conſcience with ter- 
ror, but could never have given him confi- 
dence towards God, or furniſhed out an ar- 
gument to plead with him for acceptance, and 
eternal life, So that let our civil or reli- 
gious liberty be ever ſo extenſive, if we are 


p 1 Cor, i. 1). q Pial. cxvi. . 
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30 ASERMON occaſtoned by the 


not Chriſt's freemen, if the Son does not make 
us free; we are in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
in the bond of iniquity. And tho' it's beyond 
the power of the creature to cleanſe the pol- 
luted heart, or to eaſe the guilty conſcience; 
yet, when our Lord undertakes it, the ſpeak- 
ing of a. word will at once effect it. If he 
ſays, Be thou clean; or, Be of good chear, 
thy fins are forgiven thee: the ſoul is ſet at 
liberty; ſin no longer maintains a dominion; 
nor is the enemy able to prevent the flowing 
of joy and conſolation into it, attended with 
a hope towards God, that enters within the 


veil. 


Having thus conſidered the doctrinal part of 
the ſubject; from what has been ſaid, we may 
infer, " 


1. How unjuſtly the goſpel is charged with 
leading to licentiouſneſs. It's a revelation of 
a liberty, but of a liberty from fin. A doc- 
trine according to godlineſs ; and which teaches 
to den e and worldly luſts; and to 
live nels righteoully, and godly in this 
preſent world, It's true, the goſpel declares, 
that God ſaves his people, uot according to 
their zworks ; but according to his own pur- 


t 2 Tim. i. 9. 


poſe 
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poſe and grace, which was given them in 
Chriſt before the world began: But then in 
the ſame place it is added, as one branch of 


this ſalvation, that he calls them wih an 
holy calling. And ſo they are ſaid to be cho- 


ſen unto ſalvation, thro ſantitfication of the 


Spirit ; and to be choſen, that they might 
be holy, and without blame, before him in 
love. So that tis a groundleſs reproach 
thrown on the goſpel, to charge it with coun- 
tenancing ſin; when it is the very deſign of it, 
to engage the ſinner to quit its ſervice, and 


yield himſelf unto God as alive from the 
dead. 5 


2, Let us be very cautious how we reſt in 
external privileges, in a name to live; and be 
ſerious in our enquiries whether the Son hath 
made us free. If we live and die eſtranged 
tom God, and alienated from him by wicked 
works; tho we had even Abraham to our 
immediate father, it will be of no ſecurity to 
us. The queſtion will not be, in the great 
day, Whether we belong to this or that fami- 
ly : How good and excellent, or otherwiſe, 
our anceſtors were ? But, Whether we are 
friends or enemies 2 Whether we have on the 
wedding-garment, and are cleanſed from all 
filthineſs, both of fleſh and ſpirit ? or, Whe- 


2 Thefſ.ii. 13. 
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32. A SERMON occaftoned by the 
ther we are guilty, unholy, and unclean ? 
And that we may not delay the enquiry, let 
us remember, if we are not made free by the 
1 Son now, there's no opportunity for it in the 
il other world. There the wicked will be ſen- 
tenc'd to be bound hand and foot, and caſt 
into hell. Can we then, upon an impartial ' 
ſearch, ſet to our ſeal. that God has tranſlated 
us out of the kingdom of Satan, into that of 
his dear Son? Do we delight in the law of 
the Lord after the inward man, and groan and 
long for an entire deliverance from a body of 
ſin and death? Are we wreſtling hard, and 
are we determin d, in the ſtrength of the Lord, 
never to give over till we have obtained the 
victory 2 Then, 


3. Let us be much in admiring and ado- 
ring meditations on the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who at ſuch expence has made 
us free. Let us be hearty and affectionate in 
aſcribing the honour and glory of it to him, 
and earneſtly ſollicitous, that we may have 
grace to prevent our ng On liberty, as 
an occaſion to the fleſh, is the apoſtle's 

_ obſervation, that faints t are mt their own; 
But, being bought with a price, are to glorify 
Bim in their body, and in the ſpirit, which 
are his, This will put the enemy to ſilence, 


t 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
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_ death of Mr. Edw. Chamberlin. 33 
givea luſtre to your profeſſion; and thus your 
adorning the doctrine of God your Saviour in 
all things, will be ſtanding evidence that the 
Son hath made you free. | | 


 Lafily, Hence we may ſee how unreaſon- 
able it is, immoderately to grieve for relations 
or friends, who are taken from us by death, 
concerning whom we have good grounds to 
hope that they died in the Lord. In this 
world the ſaint, at beſt, feels his clogs and 
weights hanging about him, when he would 
ariſe, and commune with God. The remains 
of corruption make him drop and hang the 
wing; he is ſubje& to abate in his zeal, to 
loſe his vigour, and tire in the ways of righte- 
ouſneſs. But all is light and liberty, love and 
glory, in the heavenly world. Who would 
not therefore deſire to be gone, and to be with 
5 2? Is not the day of a good man's death 

tter to him than that of his birth? And 
ſhall there be joy at his entering into a world 
of fin and ſorrow, and exceſſive grief at his 
leaving it, tho' it is for the compar ls, 
and i fociety of the ſpirits of l 
perfect, in the beatific preſence of God. Forbear 
then, you who are the ſurviving relations of 
our deceaſed friend, to ſorrow as thoſe who 
are without hope. What tho you have with 


him taken ſweet counſel together, and have 


gone to the houſe of God in company; tho 


ASERMON occaſioned by the : 
he may have been a uſeful inſtrument, in 
promoting your ſpiritual joy and conſolation, 
and is now no longer with you, to adviſe, 
aſſiſt, and ſuccour you; yet what God has 
taken away in him, he reſerves in himſelf. 
And may you, in this providence, be led, by 
the cutting off of the” ſtreams, to live more 
immediately at the fountain ; knowing that 
God is able to ſupply all your wants. And 
tis with pleaſure I add, that I'm perſuaded 
there's not a member of this worthy ſociety, 
but was fatisfied in his diligence and faithful- 
neſs, in the truſt committed to him. I might 
fay, few in his ſtation lived more univerſally 
beloved, or died more generally lamented; 
And I need not tell you, that his diſpoſition 
naturally was chearful ; perhaps, in ſome in- 
ſtances almoſt to the offence of ſome, who in 
other reſpects greatly valued him; but in this, - 
perhaps, forgot, that an innocent freedom re- 
commends religion much more than an-auſtere 
ſeverity. In his laſt illneſs, his ſoul was very 
comfortable: He often ſpoke of Jeſus with 
delight and pleaſure, and expreſs'd his ſatis- 
faction as to an intereſt in him, with an hum- 
ble and modeſt aſſurance. 
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And now, that we may approve this pro- 
vidence aright, let us remember our frail 
ty. It will not be long before it will be our 
caſe ; and to fall aſleep in Jeſus, is the only 

18 mercy 
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mercy of the ſaints. Let us then cry mightil7 

| to God for grace, to be followers of them ü 

| who thro faith, and patience, are got to the 

| poſleſſion of the promiſed inheritance; and 

| then whoever goes firſt, we ſhall meet at laſt, 

| never more to be ſeparated ; but jointly and 

eternally ſing the praiſes of him, who has 

loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 

| own blood, and made us kings and prieſts * 
unto God: To whom be glory for ever and 
ever. 
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